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SUPERINTENDENT HORNE TO PROPOSE 
EQUALIZATION BETWEEN CHARTER AND DISTRICT FUNDING 

WOULD INCREASE CHARTER FUNDING BY $78.5 MILLION 
 

PHOENIX (Monday, November 13, 2006) -- State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Tom Horne will announce tomorrow in Tucson a proposal to the legislature to equalize funding 
between Arizona district schools and charter schools.  This would result in an increase for charter 
schools of $78.5 million.   

 
Horne stated:  “Over the years, there have been conflicting claims over whether the state 

spends more per pupil in district schools or in charter schools. We therefore conducted a study in 
depth.  This study showed that the state spends $868.23 per student more in district schools than 
in charter schools.” 

 
A copy of the study is attached.  If the state were to equalize funding by adding the 

$868.23 per student to charter school funding, the total cost would be $78,554,806.   
 
Representative Mark Anderson, Chairman of the House Education Committee, has 

agreed to sponsor this legislation. 
 
Horne added: “The charter school experiment has proceeded to the point where the 

Arizona Department of Education has documented marked excellence on the part of a number of 
these schools.  This excellence should be rewarded by equalized funding.  In addition, it is hoped 
that an increase in funding may attract national organizations, that have demonstrated excellent 
charter schools in other states, but who have been reluctant to come into Arizona because of 
what they perceive of as inadequate funding.” 

 
Horne will make this announcement at the Arizona Charter School Association 2006 

Annual Conference at the University Marriott Park in Tucson tomorrow at noon. 
 

Click Here for the report. 
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